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4-8™ Grades English Language Curriculum Framework for Summer School

The English Language Curriculum Framework is prepared for the 4"-8" grade students who are willing
to attend English classes during summer school. This curriculum framework is based on the English Lesson
Curriculum for primary and secondary school students (2-8 grades). The themes in this curriculum framework
are determined according to the English lesson curriculum by taking into consideration the duration of summer
school. The objective of this curriculum framework is to reinforce students’ communicative competence and to
create positive attitudes, beliefs, and motives toward learning English.

During the summer school, students engage in activities which require actual communication between
students and their teacher, such as creating a game as a group and then playing it with classmates, rather than
rehearsing prepared material (e.g., taking turns reading a printed dialog from a textbook or reciting memorized
lists of verb forms). Furthermore, as motivation is essential to student success, the curriculum framework aims
to make learning English interesting, engaging and fun, taking into account the diverse needs of students at
different developmental levels (Cameron, 2001). At this point, students are predominantly provided with a ‘play
world’, in which they are expected to sing, dance, play games, do arts and craft activities (McKay, 2006), all of
which embedded with English language. To sum up, the curriculum framework strives to foster an enjoyable and
motivating learning environment where students of English feel comfortable and supported.

A model English Language Curriculum-Framework is demonstrated in terms of levels, groups, skill focus,
main activities and strategies below in‘order to explain the details of the curriculum framework. The language
skills, main activities and strategies presented in the table are suggested for the application of the curriculum
framework in the summer schooal.

Model English Language Curriculum Framework (For 4"-8"" Grades)

Levels . . — .
(Hours/Week) Groups Skill focus Main activities/Strategies
(A1) % o Listening and Speaking
12 1*t group (4" grade) Very Lirhitbeddhug ahdWriting TPR/Arts and crafts/Drama
F i bistening and Speaking
(A1) 2" group (5"-6'" grades) 8 Limited Readiﬁgg@yn Drama/Role-play
12 LimiteEting
\ ]
) 3" group (71-8"" grades) \ . = d Speaking Theme-based
12 Secondary: Reading and Writing

The curriculum framework is designed for 3 groups as illustrated in the table above. There are 4 themes for
each group and each theme is planned to be instructed in 12-course hours per week. Speaking and listening
are the major skills depicted in the fourth grade (the 1%t group) of the curriculum framework. Nevertheless, that
does not mean teachers cannot offer any doable reading or writing tasks, which would be quite reasonable,
and perhaps inevitable, in a communicative classroom atmosphere. In the 5"-8" grades (2" and 3¢ groups) all
of the skills (speaking, listening, reading, and writing) are included, but the speaking and listening skills should
be the primary ones in order to improve students’ communicative competence. Briefly, reading, writing, and
grammatical structures are not a focus of the instruction process. Because younger students learn languages
best through songs, games, and hands-on activities (Cameron, 2001). Authentic materials, arts and crafts,
drama, role play, and context-embedded activities are implemented to stress the communicative nature of
English for summer school.

Learning, teaching and assessment are part of a whole, interacting constantly with each other in shaping
not only teachers’ instructional choices but also students’ learning strategies. Self-assessment is emphasized
primarily in the curriculum framework, as students are encouraged and expected to monitor their own progress
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and achievement in the development of communicative competence (Bachman, 1990; CoE, 2001). To this end,
each theme includes a list of achievements to be met by the students; this can be converted into
self-assessment checklists which ask students to assess their own learning from an action-based perspective.
In other words, children are prompted to answer questions such as “What did you learn?”, “How much do you
think you learned?” and “What do you think you can do in real life, based on what you learned in class?

Important Issues for the Application of the Curriculum Framework

The summer school language learning environment is characterized by the following communica-
tive features:

e Communication is carried out in English as much as possible and based on the creation of real
meaning.

e The focus of learning is on deepening communication, rather than on completing curricular
items within a given period of time.

e Remind children that learning English language is easy and enjoyable.

e Enjoyment of language learning is fostered through.activities such as arts and crafts, TPR, and
drama.

e Classroom materials and teaching tools should be drawn from authentic sources as much as
possible in order to demonstrate English as it is used in real life (Cameron, 2001).

e Students frequently encounter materials that have previously been covered in order to reinfor-
ce what they already know.

e Students are continuously exposed to English through audio and visual materials.

e Use media, cultural artifacts and people as much as possible to contextualize the lessons and
to keep students’ interest aljve.

e Students develop high motivation for learning by completing challenging, yet achievable ac-
tivities.
e Students produce materials.to share with therest of the classroom.

e Errors are not addressed during ecommunication, so-as not to disrupt the flow; problem areas
are noted by the teacher and addressed at a later time through practice and reinforcement.

All of the foreign language skills [Reading (R), Listening (L), Speaking (S), and Writing (W)] were
addressed throughout the English curriculum framework for summer school. The learning outcomes
specified within the curriculum were coded with regard to the course name, group, theme number,
language skill and the number of the learning outcomes. These codes were assigned to each learning
outcome, as follows:

Course and Group

The|me
E 1 1 L 1 Students will be able to recognize the names
. . . of emotions/feelings.

Language Skill and Learning Outcome
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The functions and the useful language, language skills and learning outcomes as well as suggested materials/
tasks/contexts were presented in three different consecutive columns in the syllabi.

e The functions refer to the communicative role(s) of a given form in a context of situation.

e The language skills are presented as specific subskills and/or strategies. Those subskills and
strategies are associated with the functions and useful language in terms of theme, context
and task requirements.

e Suggested materials are presented to provide teachers and students with comprehensive
digital and printable content during the summer school.

e Suggested contexts and tasks help students achieve a success in practicing the input and
language skills in the preceding columns.
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